[Resection of lung metastases of colorectal cancer. Indications and indication limits].
From 1970 through 1986, a total of 62 patients underwent thoracotomy for colorectal metastases to the lungs. Four had exploration only, whereas in 13 a nonradical, and in 45 a "curative" resection was performed. There was one postoperative death. Cumulative 5-year survival following radical resection was 44%. Conversely, all other patients succumbed within 3 years. Extrapulmonary disease has not yet been associated with 5-year survival and may usually contraindicate resection. The impacts of multiple metastases exceeding 3 nodules or bilateral pulmonary involvement on prognosis can not been determined from our series, since the procedure in respective patients was not radical in the majority of cases. In turn, localisation and venous drainage of the primary tumor did not significantly influence long term survival.